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LUCY

The second super typhoon of the year showed her early
signs of origin on 11 July as a circulation in the equato-
rial trough near the Truk Islands. After a five-day journey
which brought the system into the Philippine Sea, Lucy
became a tropical storm at a point 750 miles east of Manila.

While typhoon Jean was churning the waters of the South
China Sea, aircraft reconnaissance measurements noted a
steady reduction in Lucy's central pressure once she became
a typhoon on the 17th. Thirty hours later a dropsonde
reading in the eye indicated Lucy had bottomed out at 915 mb
the morning of the 19th and that super typhoon level (130
kt) had been reached (Figure 5-21).

On a west-northwest track of 8-9 kt, the typhoon headed
for the Luzon Straits. Navigating the straits, Lucy
weakened slightly and passed 50 miles south of the Bataan
Islands on the afternoon of the 20th. The Philippine Weather
Bureau station at Basco registered a maximum sustained wind
of 103 kt during Lucy's passage.

The circulation associated with the typhoon had grown
to a diameter of 600 n mi by this time. Manila, located
300 miles to the south, came under strong southwesterly
winds of 16 to 25 kt with gusts to 30 kt.

Lucy did not only buffet northern and central Luzon
with destructive strong winds but dumped heavy rains causing
severe flooding and landslides. Baguio city, during this
period, reported a 24-hour rainfall total of 14.92 inches.

In Taiwan, highest winds reported were at Lanyu with
64 kt and gusts to 85 kt. Rainfall was considerably less
jn Taiwan with a maximum 24-hour amount of 4.97 inches
measured at Taitung. Casualty reports in Taiwan listed
two persons killed and five missing.

Lucy weakened to tropical storm force as she continued
on her westerly course for the South China mainland (Figure
5-22). Striking the coast 15 miles northeast of Hong Kong,
gusts of 80 kt were measured at Tate's Cairn in the colony
while a minimum pressure of 977.9 mb was observed at the
Royal Observatory. The storm continued to weaken as she
moved inland and finally dissipated in the interior north
of the Luichow peninsula.
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FIGURE 5-21. LUCY. LESS THAN A DAY FROM DEVELOPING TO A SUPER
TYPHOON. AS SEEN BY ESSA-9 IN THE PHILIPPINE SEA ON 18 JULY.
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FIGURE 5-22. WEAKENED BY HER TRANSIT OF THE LUZON STRAITS,
LUCY IS SEEN EAST OF HONG KONG ON 21 JULY. DISTURBANCE IN THE
LOWER RIGHT PORTION OF THE ESSA-9 PHOTO IS TROPICAL STORM NADINE.
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